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Intrigues of Popery and its Abettors diſplayed, = 
> AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE ' 
Of ſome Tranſactions, hitherto unknown, relating to a late 


b a _— Act of the Britiſh Legiſlature in favour of Engliſh Papi, 
and the Petition preſented to Parliament for its Repe. 


* - 


_ ExoDvus, Chap. xx. Verſe 1. And God 3 abords, in. 
I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 
. out of the houſe of bondage. Thou ſhalt bade no other Gods before me. Thou 
ſhalt not make unto thee any grawen image, or any likneſs of any thing that 
I in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
© wnderdhe earth: Thou ſhalt not boww down thyſelf to them, nor ſerve them: 
For I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, n. the iniquity of the fathers - 
| pon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate mne; 
aud ſpewing mercy unto thouſands of them that love me, and keep my' 
Daniel, Chap. iii. Verſe 10. Thou, O King, baſ made a-decree, that. 
every man that fball' bear the ſound-of tbe cornet, flute, harp, ſackbut, 
pſaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of mufick, all fall down, and wor 
ſhip the golden image : and whoſo falleth not down and worſbipeth, that be - 
aud be caft into the midft of a burning fiery furnace. There are. certain © 
'% Jew: whom thou haſt ſet over the affairs of the province of Babylon, ba- 
Arrach, Meſhach, and Abednega; theſe: men, O King, have not regarded 
' thee: they ſerve not thy Gods, nor wworſbip the golden image which thou 
 baſt ſet up. Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring 
"Is ' Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego. Then they broug t theſe men before the © 
Kir. Nebuchadnezzar fpake and ſaid unto them, is it true, O Shadrach, 
38 ie bach, and Abednego, do not ye ſerve my Gods, nor worſhip the golden 
image Whith I have ſet up ? Now if ye be ready that at what fime ye hear 
tze found of the cornet, 2 harp, ſackbut, þ/altery, and dulcimer,, and 
All kinds of mufick, ye fall down and worſhip the image which I have made 
well; but if ye worſhip not, ye ſhall be caft the ſame hour into the midſ of a + 
Suni ry furnace ; and who is that God that ſhall deliver you out 6 | 
"Rl hor: Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, anſwered and ſaid to the King, 
0 Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to anſauer thee in this matter. 27 E 
it be ſo, our God whom we ſerve is able to deliver us from the burning 
fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O King. But if not, © | 
De it known unto thee, O King, that aue will not ſerve thy Gods, nor worſbiy 
be golden image which thou haſt ſet "Ar 5 #44. 
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A Narrative of the HEADS of ſeveral CONFERENCES between, 
his preſent MAJESTY and the Right Honourable Lord 
GEORGE GORDON, Preſident of the Proteſtant Aſſociations . 


Written by Lord George Gordon, when he was in the Towers 


for the uſe, and information, and at the deſire of his Counſellors. 
| Lloyd Kenyon, Thomas Erſkine, Robert Mac Intoſh, TRE 
Wagons Francis n. and Albany Wallis. 


N Friday the 19th of May, 1580, a few Uays before the 

riots, in my laſt conference with the King in his cabinet 
at St. James's, on the ſubject of the Popery Bill, his Majeſty ' 
gave me clearly to underſtand, that he was a friend to the To- 
leration of Popery ; and declined to favour or countenance the 
Petitions of the Proteſtatits for the repeal of the Popiſh Act, 
ſuddenly extended over all England. 

In this conference, I told the King that the encouragement 
given to Popery by King James the Second, was the chief reaſon 
for our antient and hereditary royal family of the Houſe of 
Stuart being forced and baniſhed from the throne of theſe king - 
doms, and for his Majeſty's predeceſſors being brought over 
from Holland and Germany, and elevated to the throne, metely 
to defend and promote the Proteſtant Intereſt, and how nearly 
his Majeſty and his poſterity were concerned in clearing them- 
ſelves, in che eyes of Proteſtants, from encouraging and counte- | 
nancing the ſame dangerous ſyſtem. | 
The King anſwered, I have taken no part in it ;=Parliament 
did it ; and declared again (what he told me in another confe= | 
rence with him) that he was not privy to the ſecret negotiation - -| 
berween his ſervants and the head Biſhop of the Popiſh Clergy _ | 

| 
| 


im Scotland, before the parliamentary indulgence was granted to | 
Popery in England. | 
I reminded the King, that he had talen a part i in that Popiſh 
Act, and a very capital part too, by giving his royal aſſent to it, 
without which the Bill could not have paſſed” into a law: but 
ſubmitted to his diſcretion, Whether as he then ſaid he con- 
fidered himſelf as having taken no part in it, and as the Prote- 
ſtants at large had no way of knowing his own inclinations, with 
reſpect to — but from the conduct of his confidential 
ſervants, he would not deſire them to ſupport the Petitions of 
the Proteſtants, when preſented to Parliament ? I added, how 
e it would be for his Majeſty's honour and ſecurity in the 
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preſent diſtracted ſtate of "theſe kingdoms and the colonies, to 


clear away all the ſuſpicions of Popery from his government and 


counſels, which the - eſtabliſhment of Popery in Canada by the 
Quebec Bill, the new Popery Bill for On. and the late ap- 
pointment of a Papiſt Tradeſman to a place of profit about his 


Court (to the grievous diſcouragement of Proteſtant ſubjects in 


the ſame line of buſineſs) had fo juſtly given riſe to. I told the 
King alſo, that the perſecution of the Proteſtant ſervants in his 


own Houſhold, for having ſigned the Proteſtant Petition for the 


| 


repea* of the Popery Bill, was then known to many people. 


I likewiſe endeavoured to perſuade the King, by arguments 


ſimilar to thoſe in Mr, Locke's works, and in Mr. John Weſley's 


letter, (which was then current) that no government, not Roman 
Catholic, ought to tolerate Popery ; and that no King, but a 
Papiſt, can have any ſecurity of the allegiance of Roman Ca- 
tholics, I ended this ſhort exhortation to the King, by aſking 
him, Why his Majeſty ſuppoſed the people of England were to 
ſuffer under theſe Popiſh Innovations, when the people of Scot- 


\ . 


Tand would not bear with ſuch daring attacks on their Religion 
and Liberty ? , 3 SOUS cs 
I The King replied without long heſitation ; but evaded giving 


an 5 yr the particulars I mentioned to him. He ſaid, I am 


myſelf a 
After theſe words, the King turned the ſubject, with a great 


rotefiant ; but muſt confeſs I am a friend to Toleration. 


deal of court addreſs, into a very obliging and particular eu- 


Jury after my relations in Scotland; which ended in ſaying, 


he believed I was a good friend to his family, that he thought my 
views were good, and that he was much obliged to m. 

L anſwered the King, that it gave me pleaſure to hear him ſay; 
ke was himſelf a Proteſtant ; and then, from other freſh argu- 


ments, couched in modern expreſſions and phraſes, though al- 


\ - Ways founded on the commandments injoining the extirpation of 
8 ] attempted to convince him how very inconſiſtent the 


doleration and encouragement of Idolatry was with ſuch a de- 


claration. I thanked the King for enquiring after my relations 


3 in Scotland, and, for the good opinion he had expreſſed; of my 


views and conduct towards him and his family: but, begged 


leave to add, that as I had no requeſt at all to make for my 


on advantage; nor had any favour to aſk, of his Majeſty; nor 
private family intereſt of any ſort to promote by aſking thoſe 
- audiences, I hoped his Majeſty would excuſe me for returning 


again to the queſtion, which he had not anſwered, Whether he 


Would, or would not, direct his confidential ſervants to ſupport 
the Petitions of the Proteſlants? 1 1 15 


„The King replied, with ſome ſhortneſs, 4 am 10 way Plalgad 
in the Biſineſt. . | Upon 


s - 
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Mw hearing the King ſay theſe words, I uſed the freedoily | 
to alk his Majeſty, If from that expreſſion, am no way pledged 
in the Buſineſs, I was to underſtand and conclude, that he de- 
clined ſpeaking to Lord North to ſupport the Petitions: of the 
Proteſtants? _ 

To this concluſion of mine; the King bowed his aſſent ſeveral 
times, without ſpeaking a word. | 

Upon perceiving this evidence of his Majeſty's royal — 
nation towards the Proteſtant Petitioners, I told: the King that 1 
was ſorry to ſee him ſo determined againſt his beſt intereſt in thels | 
kingdoms; and retired from the Cabinet. 

The King's behaviour no way ſurpriſed me; for there are but 
few kings, from the days of Pharaoh king of Egypt, to the 
days of his preſent illuſtrious Majeſty, - who have liked to hear 
the truth ſpoken to them, in any ſhape or manner whatſoever, 
when it contradicted or oppoſed their own. wiſhes or defigns./ 
In peruſing the ſequel of this narrative, it will appear to the 
Public that 1 uſed a all the addreſs I was maſter of, to perſuade' 
the King to do what I thought it was his duty to do. I endea- _ 
voured, to be ſure, to impreſs on his mind ſtrongly the impor- 
tance of conſtitutional doctrines, with that freedom and regard 
to truth, which the principles of liberty and the dignity of the 
ſubject required, though with all reverence and refpe due to 
the Sovereign. I always obſerved the whole of the court cere-* 
monies in approaching his perſon, when we were by ourſelves in 
the Cabinet. As ſoon as the Lord in waiting uſed to ſhot the 
outer door of the cloſet, I uſed to ſhut the inner door of the 
cloſet, and then never omitted to make three low bows to the 
Eing before I began ſpeaking to him; and always concluded my 


conferences with the ſame decorum in leaving his preſence. -I 


conſidered courtly expreſſions on purpoſe. to repreſent the Pro- 
teſtant buſineſs in, that J might pleaſe his royal ear without 
either flattery or meanneſs. I tried alſo ſome of the modern 
manners, and eſſayed long faſhionable periods in addreſſing him, 


as L imagined the King was moſt accuſtomed to that ſtile, and. | 


that it would be moſt agreeable and acceptable to his Majeſty. 
At the ſame time every perſon of underſtanding and feeling muſt 
be ſenſible, that a few words from the heart (inſtead of from 
modern reading and dictionaries), delivered in the ſhort old-' {| 
faſhioned · ſentences, is by far the moſt eligible and pleaſant chan- |} 
nel for conducting public buſineſs, or private intercourſe, where-* 
ever we are at liberty to throw off the unnatural yoke of court 
ceremonies, I was cautious however, to the laſt degree, not to 
offend the King by any of the old faſhioned familiarities of 


9955 _—_: ; and therefore, with all ſubmiſſiveneſs, complied 


* 


Fs. | FT . 
with his royal cuſtoms, ſo far as was conſiſtent with my own 
principles, and my duty to the Proteſtant Aſſociation, Some 
religious people may here perhaps blame me, for playing the part 
of the courtier in any degree; and for maintaining and defending. 
the good old laws and commandments of Moſes, under the mo-. 
dern imagery of arguments, language, and human endeavours 
of Mr. Locke and Mr, Weſley ;. or for holding up to the King's 
face the recent examples of the royal family of Stuart, inſtead of 
the antient hiſtories and awful memorandums of Pharaoh and 
his hoſt, with the reſt of the idolatrous kings and their families. 
It is indeed certain, that the experience of intervening ages has 
incontrovertibly demonſtrated, that in all the concerns of life 
the plain, natural, unaffected manners and phraſes of the He- 
brews are the ſureſt and quickeſt means of moving the hearts 
and affections of thoſe, whoſe natures and good feelings are not 
perverted through the medium of a bad education, or hardened 
through the enſnaring corruptions of deceitful Courts: but yet, 
it by no. means follows that the good manners of Courts, and all 
refinements of language and addreſs, are not to be eſſayed and 
practiſed, fo far as they are conſiſtent with virtue, in dealing 
with kings and great men on religion, or politicks, or even the 
commoneſt; occurrences of life. The true religion is no enemy, 
| like enthuſiaſm or ſuperſtition, to prudent counſel or undaunted 
valour. Moſes himſelf was a beautiful example of the truth and 
efficacy of this doctrine. He was as high a bred courtier as 
Pharaoh. He was a perfect maſter of all the learning and 
knowledge of Egypt. He was far more courteous, polite, 
and politic in his manners, than any of Pharaoh's family or 
houſhold, He eaſily detected and expoſed the paltry tricks and 
Egyptian devices of the different coalitions of ſorcerers and ma- 
gicians in the royal cabinet. He was, at the ſame time, meek 
and poliſhed above all men on the earth, and preſerved. his faĩth- 
fulneſs conſtantly in all things. This great and religious pattern 
of prudent oppoſition to tyranny, we find in hiſtory, has been 
- imitated by all honeſt men who have ſince had occaſion, in Pro- 
vidence, to deal with Kings, Queens, andCourtiers upon the 
ſame ſubjects. As far as their inferior virtues and abilities 
would permit them, they have endeavoured to guide their in- 
tegrity and good wiſhes to the people in the ſame ſafe and plea- 
ſant paths of wiſdom, And what returns do we find have been 
made to the politeneſs, courteſy, and patience of thoſe honeſt 
men by the different Kings and Courts whom they have had oc- 
cation to remonſttate againſt on account of their Idolatry and 


Tyranny ?—Why the, very worſt and moſt ungrateful of all 


poſſible returns. In return for their politeneſs and courteſy, 
1 | their 


15 » 3 


their virtues and paſſions have been aſſailed with the biibarles 
and corruptions of Pharaohs and their hoſts ; and in return for 


their patience, they have been vilified by the ſycophants in the 
Queens apartments, and perſecuted by the lick-ſpittles of the 


Royal Levees. Still it remains the indiſpenſible duty of all 
honeſt men to perſevere with activity and vigour in the uſe of 
all lawful means, withour murmering | at the apparent hard- 
ſhips they may have to encounter in promoting a good and 
loyal cauſe; and to wait patiently on the Lord, their help and 
ſnield, who hideth not his face for ever, but will- be gracious 
again to his people, and renew their ſtrength as eagles, to 


look forward to that happy time when the Lord hall cauſe 


them that come of Jacob to take rod : Iirael ſball bloſſom and 
bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit, Hear ye this, 
© houſe of Facob, which are called by the name of Iſrael ; which 
ſuear by the name of the Lord, and make mention of the God of 
Vrael; liflen © iſles ! and hearken ye people from afar / | 


None of my conferences with the King were of any private 


nature. On my firſt going in to his Majeſty in his cabinet, as 
Preſident of the Proteſtant Aſſociations, I requeſted him to 
call into the cabinet ſome, or all of his confidential counſellors, 


or his ſecret adviſers, or his private friends to be preſent with 4 
us, and mentioned the Right Honorable the Earl of Mansfeld, 


as a lawyer, to him by name; and plainly hinted at the Right 


Honorable the Earl of Bute without any kind of reflection; but | 


the King declined to call in any of them as witneſſes. 


My firſt conference with the King was for the purpoſe of | 
delivering into his own hands the Engliſh Apgeal againſt the 


Popery Bill. This Appeal was drawn up by the Committee in 


London before 1 was . choſen Preſident of the Engliſh Aſſocia» , 


tions As ſoon as I became their Preſident, the Aſſociation re- 
ſolved that I ſhould preſent their Appeal to the King. Some pre- 
. vious meſſages paſſed on this ſubje&t between the King and me, 


through the Right Honorable Lord George Germain, who 
then countenanced the Court by taking a part in the Admini- 


ſtration, and acting as Secretary of State. I preſented their Ap- 
peal ſoon after to the King, with due humility and ſolemnity, 
and with ſome ſuitable introductory diſcourſe ; and the King, 


on his part, held out his hand, with appearance of affability 
and good temper, and received it very eagerly, ſaying, it never 


before came to my hands, and other words of A Hf to 
that ſame purpoſe. 


I told the King, that it was my duty as Preſident to aequales 


— — — — — 


the Proteſtant Aſſociations at large of the condeſcending manner 


in which 5 Majeſty had been * pleaſed to accept of 
their 


ZW CY : | 
their humble Appeal; and that I ſhould feel myſelf extremely 
mortified to mention the obliging reſpect with which his Majeſty 
had received me, with their dutiful offering of an Appeal to his 
Majeſty, in any indefinite expreſſions of mine, without obtain- 
Ing the royal ſanction of his Majeſty's approbation ; and begged 
to know, whether I ſhould have the honour of proclaiming his 
royal wiſhes and inclinations if I was to communicate to the 
Proteſtants, that the Sovereign had received their Appeal 'very 
graciouſly? | 
The King approved of the expreſſion very graciouſly ; and 
I, on my part, in relating the conduct of the King on that oc- 
caſion, made uſe of tote very words, and none other, to the 
Aſſociation at large, at their next public meeting. „% 
My ſecond conference with the King, in his cloſet, was for 
the dutiful purpoſe of inſtructing him fully with regard to the 
unanimity of the people of Scotland againſt all Popiſh innova- 
tions; and to ſtate to him the probability, or rather moral 
certainty of numerous and immediate Petitions from the Engliſh 
Proteſtants alſo, for the repeal of the late Popiſh Act of Parlia- 
ment; and I particularized by name the diſtinguiſhed cities of 
Newcaſtle, and Plymouth, Norwich, and Rocheſter, with other 
reſpectable towns, where I had intelligence that Proteſtants 
were juſtly alarmed. And all this troyble I took with the 
King, in his cabinet, for no one earthly purpoſe but with the 
honeſt veiw, as I thought, of ſhewing his Majeſty the pro- 
priety and . neceſſity of adopting ſome honorable and timely 
| method of quieting the minds of the Proteſtants, before the 
' * ſuſpicion of Popery at St. James's ſhould prevail generally 
| throughout the three kingdoms. In this conference I humbly 
- ſuggeſted to the King that it would appear ſtrange to Engliſh 
- Proteſtants, if their humble Petitions for the repeal of the Po- 
pery Bill were rejected by his confidential ſervants, when the 
wiſe and reſolute oppoſition of = Scots had been ſoon yielded 
io by government; and more eſpecially, when the dark fecret 
' ſhould come out, that the Engliſh Popery Bill was the reſult of 
à private correſpondence with the head Biſhop. of the Popiſh 
Clergy in Scotland, carried on through one of his Majefty's own 
Judges, for the diabolical purpoſe of arming the Papiſts againſt | 
tze Proteſtant Colonies in America, —and not from any mild, 
| benevolent, enlightened views of the Legiſlature, as was falſely 
and baſely trumpeted by the oraters in the Houſes of Parliament, 
and by the parſons in their pulpits; and ſet forth likewiſe in the 
fecond edition of the Popiſh Memorial, to cover and hide the real 
. defign from the deluded people of England. e 
The Kiog was forcibly and viſibly ſtruck wich the * 
10 | ane 


4 


0 n | "> 
and manner in which I happened that day to handle thoſe argue 
ments in his preſence ; and his Majeſty declared, That he had 
not been privy to any ſecret tranſaction of that nature; and 

aſked.me, with the ſeeming haſte of curiolity, ho is that Scots 
Judge = What is his name ? | a 
[ told the King that the fr/t edition of the Papiſts Memorial, 
in which that tranſaction was recorded, did not particularize the 
name of the Scots Judge. To have publiſhed his name, would 
have impeached their friend of a treaſonable correſpondence. | 
It only ſaid, © One of his Majeſty's Judges in Scotland ;” but 
that the Judge, whom the world generally ſuppoſed to be the 
man alluded to by the Papiſts in that Memorial, was Sir John 
Dalrymple. | % | 240 
To this the King ſuddenly replied, Tou know Sir John it 
very odd man- Wi, | 
I told the King, I could not ſay ſo; for I did hot know Sir 
John Dalrymple at all.—Sir William Blackſtone, one of the 
| Juſtices of the Court of Common Ple:s, and Solicitor' General 
to her preſent Majeſty, in treating of the Royal Prerogative, and 
the nature of the ubiquity of the King, in his firſt volume of 
Commentaries, page 270, Jays it down as law and fact, that 


ke Judges are the mirror by which the King's image is reflec- 


d.”—By this rule of law it would naturally follow, that 
the King is impeached and attainted, in his aſſumed attribute of 
ubiquity and omnipreſence, by the treaſonable negotiations of 
his Judges in Scotland. RS | 2 
All through this conference the King was frequently pleaſed 
to make uſe of very condeſcending manners, and obliging ex- 
preſſions towards me. He ſeemed at that time perplexed, and 
alarmed, and intereſted about the, Popery Bill; and I ſoothed 
and complimented his proper feelings whenever I ſaw an honou- 
rable opportunity, It might be improper for me to relate all 
the civil things the King ſaid to me in this audience, as I do not 
recollect the exact words he uſed. But the following conde- 
ſcenſion- was of ſo remarkable a nature, that I could not but re- 
member it as a mark, as I conceived at that time, of real affec- 
tion to me, After I had made my three bows, and had juſt 
taken hold of the lock of the cabinet door to open it and retire, 
his Majeſty came following up towards me, and with a louder 
and more natural voice than he uſes at his levees and drawing- | 
rooms, ſaid, Did you ſee the account that was given of your laſt 
audience in the papers It's ſurpriſing what things they ſay | 
Ee hurt me exceedingly, becauſe J knew it would give you 
'  wuneaſineſs, &c. = 1 92 = 
I thanked the King in the molt courtly coalition of words I 
could put together for the tender anxiety, and the royal concern 
F D his 


— 


” tis Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to feel, and expreſs on my 
account. I ſaid that IJ had not indeed ſeen that abuſive and li- 
* 'centious publication which his Majeſty: had ſo condeſcendingly 
attended to, as I only took in the Public Advertiſer: but, that 
no newſpaper miſrepreſentations or paragraphs would ever give 


conduct; and was ſenſibly affected by the injuſtice of ſuch un- 
merited attacks on my character and behaviour to his Majeſty.— 
N. B. I heard ſomebody elſe ſay, that the Morning Poſt had 
by ſome means inſerted a libellovs paragraph on the ſubje& of 
my audiences with the King, and I deſired a Lady to get me the 
Morning Poſt that contained it; which very paper ſhe had 
luckily kept on purpoſe to ſhew me. I found the paragraph 
alluded to by his Majeſty, It aſſerted, with great effrontery, 
that I had read over a long pamphlet to his Majeſty, addreſſed 


the Houſe of Commons ; and that I had behaved with impro- 

priety to his Majeſty ; and other falſe matters, and cruel, mali. 

cious inſinuations, evidently calculated to prejudice and wound 
my reputation in the opinions of wife and ſober people. 


My next conference with the King was of a quite different 


complexion. The occaſion of it was of the moſt diſagreeable 
nature. The Preſident of the Proteſtant Aſſociation, when his 
quality, as a Duke's brother, entittes him to audiences of the 
King, in his cabinet, has ſomething more to do, if he chuſes to 
be honeſt, than to receive and return compliments about para- 
graphs in the Morning Poſt. I found the Court was trifling 
with me, and ſhuMing, and returning cajole, and nonſenſe 
for my moſt earneſt intreaties and ſolicitude for the true 
Proteſtant intereſt. I found from the honeſt betrayed Pro- 
teſtants in Ireland, who correſponded with me, that Poper! 


vas increaſing in that kingdom to the moſt alarming degree of 


revolt and rebellion. I would mention their names, and places 


Proteſtants in Ireland, when the King's volunteer army is ſeven 


to one againſt them in that country. My Eogliſh friends daily 


by Mr. Dobbs to Lord North, on the Iriſh affairs, then before 


of abode, but it is not juſt now a proper ſeaſon to point out 


me the ſmalleſt uneaſineſs, ſo long as his Majeſty himſelf was 
pleaſed to vouchſafe to. pronounce his royal approbation of my 


aſſured me of the ſimilar rapid encreaſe of Popery in their diffe- 


rent neighbourhoods. For brevity ſake I ſhall only here inſtance 


one example of the veracity of the aſſertion, by inſerting an ex- 


tract of a letter to me, from the Reverend Thomas Wren, Pro- 


4 
* 


„ My Lord, 


| "ec that at this diſtance of time you can have any recollection of me. 


=—_— 4 


teſtant Diſſenting Miniſter at Portſmouth, dated May 1780, viz, | 


„Though I have frequently bad the honour and pleaſure of 
being in your company in this town, yet it is not probable = 


„ Being 


. 

Being an admirer of your Lordſhip's character, and an 
< hearty well-wiſher to. your deſigns and attempts in fav avour of 
** our civil and religious liberties, I cannot repel the inclination 
l feel to inform your Lordſhip that the Roman Catholics in 
the town of Havant, and in Brockington adjoining to it, are of 
late become ſo bold and buſtling in their behaviour, as to be 
«« perpetually - boaſting, * that they know their religion is parti - 
, cularly well thought of by the rulers of the nation. 

* I beg leave to aſſure your Lordſhip, that three 1 0 
Schools were opened in Havant in one week in March 
1 and which are all at this moment in an increaſing ſtate. 
(Signed) - „ Tous WREN, - - 
* Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſter in Portſmouth.“ 
Beſides ſuch alarming intelligence as this from all quarters, 
experienced alſo, that notwithſtanding the St. James's compli- 
ments, and all that the King had agreed with me about receiv- 
ing the Appeal of the Proteſtant Aſſociation very graciouſly, 
and his expreſſing an apparent ſurpriſe at the treaſonable negotia- 
tions of his ſervants with the Papiſts, to arm them againſt 

Proteſtant Colonies, neither Lord North, his Prime Miniſter, 
nor his other courtiers in the Houſe of Commons, ſhewed either 
attention, reſpect, or favour to me, or the Proteſtant Petitions, 
which I was then preſenting to the conſideration of the Hou 
almoſt every day, from diflerent parts of England. No hone 
man could ſhut his eyes to theſe paltry deceptions of the people, 
however booriſh, contemptible, and mean, the puppets who 
acted in ſuch ſtate tricks might appear to him. Monſieur Car- 
lin, the Sieur Breſlaw, and Colonel Katterfelto, would deſpiſe 
the low juggling performed by the King's company. I deter- 
mined to find out, and aſcertain, the King's own real inclinati- 
ons, if poſſible, with reſpect to Popery; and whether he himſelf 
would, or would not, countenance the. Petitions of his Prote- 
ſtant Subjects. And the ſubject matter of this third audien 
was nearly upon the ſame plan of neceſſary inveſtigation wit 
my fourth conference (related in the beginning of this narrative); 


and which fourth conference was aſked by the advice of Sir 


Fletcher Norton, the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, that 
I might be certain I made no miſtakes in repreſenting the King's 
opinions and declarations on ſubjects of ſuch ſerious i importance. 
The Speaker alſo hinted to me, berween my third and fourth 
conference, that as I intended to go in "gain to the Ki | 
might as well at the ſame time ſound his Majeſty with Ra | 
to his royal inclination concerning the Reformation of Civil 
| Grievances then petitioned. for by the people of England. 

thought this rather out of my line of duty, at that time; ho 
erer, ebase that 1 hint * Sir F letcher Norton's 


very 


1 
very feriouſly ; and what uſe I could then make of it with 
propriety. Sir Fletcher Norton {now the Right Honourable 
Lord GrantJey] has been generally eſteemed one of the viſeſt 
men in the kingdom. I revolved in my mind, over and over 
again, the nature, and conſtitution, and education of the York, 
and the other Engliſh Petitioners againſt Civil Grievances ; and 
alſo the principles and characters of their factious orators and 
party-leaders, who had juſt then ſet them into motion; and I 
concluded upon the matter, that the Civil Petitioners, who left 
out Religion as their baſis of proceeding, would ſoon be found 
to be all ſhew and paper, without determination or reſolution ; 
and that their Orators and Leaders would ſoon ſhew themſelves 
to be all froth and declamation, without either conſtancy or ſince- 
Tity. Mr. Burke's mean, dirty bill, for reforming his Majeſty's 
houſhold and kitchen, I always conſidered, and ſpoke of in Par- 


Vament, as a mere tub to the whale a greaſy bait to draw off 


the attention of poor duped John Bull from the foul neſt of the 
real grievous abominations, and evil things of this reign—the 
Popiſh Innovations. I accordingly told the King, in my fourth 
audience with him, that I did not believe Mr. Burke, and the 
leaders of the Oppoſition, were true friends to the Proteſtant - 
Intereſt, or to the People, or in right earneſt for a thorough re- 
.dreſs of the juſt grievances. I alſo put a ſmall (lip of paper 
into his Majeſty's hand, with only this memorandum on it, 


1. Rapin's Hiſtory of England, Volume III. Folio. Page 312 ;” 
and deſired the King to peruſe and conſider that page of the 


biſtory of theſe kingdoms, and he would find there, that at 
that very time, only eighty-four years ago, when ſome Members 
in Parliament were making a popular noiſe and cry about the 
abolition of the Board of Trade, that the Papiſts without doors 
were conſpiring to murder King William, and had already en- 
tered into a treaſonable correſpondence with the infatuated royal 
Family af Stuart, at St. Germain's, and alſo with their pretended, 
falſe friends at the court of France. His Majeſty put this me- 
morandum into his pocket, and I heard no more of it. 

I was ſomewhat embarraſſed what to do after my laſt inveſti- 
gating conference with the King. I ſaw clearly how matters 
ſtood at St. James's. I had, to be ſure, no family alliances or con- 
nection with any German Princes. I had happily no hand in 
educating the King, or teaching him his religion. I bad no pri- 
vate intimacy, or habits of intercourſe, or friendſhip with his Ma- 
jeſty, or the Queen, or the Prince of Wales, or the Prince-Biſhop. 
J bad never experienced the ſmalleſt favour from his family, his 
government, or his miniſters, His courtiers and confidential 
= Pere to a man (except the Right Honourable Lord George 
| Germain) ſhewed every appearagcę of hatred and evil diſpoſitions 
r towards = 


1 
towards me, and the Petitions of the Proteſtants. And yet. odd 
as it may appear, I could not, for all that, help feeling in my 
heart a ſort of a piteous concern and commiſeration, for an ill» 
educated Elector of Hanover, promoted to the throne of theſe 

kingdoms (merely to ſupport the true Proteſtant intereſt) and 
T6 entruſted with the guardianſhip of Thirteen Flouriſhing Colo- 
nies, who, at the very time that he declared himſelf to be a 
Proteſtant, and that he was ignorant of the blood. thirſty preli- 
minaries, negotiated between his ſervants and the Papiſts (before 
the parliamentary indulgence, approved of at Paris, was ratified 
and granted to Popery in England,) ſhopld, with the ſame 
breath, refuſe to recommend the Petitions of the Proteſtants to 
the care of his Prime Miniſter Lord North ; and more eſpecially, 
when it appears to all the world, in the votes of his Houſe of 
Commons, on the 18th of March, 1779, that the Lord North, 
Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, by his Majeſty's command, ac- 
quainted his Houſe of Commons, that his Majeſty did recunmend 
the Petition of the Papiſts, preſented to their conſideration oy 
Edmund Burke, Eſq. the Member for Briſtol. 
The intricacy, the perplexity, and the myſleriouſnels of theſe 
proceedings, in and out of Parliament, were too obſcure for my 
underſtanding to compaſs. Weak abilities are ſoon harraſſed; and 
feeble imaginations are eaſily rufled by awful meditations. My 
uneaſineſs was ſuch that I could not ſleep at night. I found 
myſelf involved in ſtate affairs and politics, which I had never had 
the ſmalleſt taſte or reliſh for. Theſe ſubjects and ſituations all 
required much wiſdom, and learning, and experience, and men 
of years, to conduct them with propriety and effect. A young 
man, between twenty and thirty was, to be ſure, a very uncom- 
mon and unſeemly ſort of a Preſident for the Proteſtant Aſſocia- 
tions of Great Britain to make choice of. However, as they did 
put their confidence in me, I was determined not to betray the 
truſt they repoſed in me for any conſideration 3 nor to withdraw 
myſelf, for a bribe, from doing my duty to God, and to the 
people, to the beſt of my abilities. I always ated by the advice 
of the wiſeſt and honeſteſt men I could find. I ſhewed the 
narrative of my converſations with the King again to Sir Fletcher 
Norton, the Speaker, at his houſe in Lincoln's Inn-Fields, im- 
mediately after my laſt inveſtigating conference. I aſked Sir 
Fletcher's advice, as a right conſtitutional lawyer and my friend: 
whether it was not my duty to the King and my fellow ſubjeds, 
to publiſh theſe matters to the world, by affidavit, that all the 
people might know how egregioully the King was milled by 
evil Counſellors ? 
Sir Pletcher ſaid, it was a matter of the laſt conſequence, and 
Fought to taks the advice of Counſel upon it, 


* 


1 ind 
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1 intimated to 0 Sic F letcher, that I did not know, any where, 
a more able counſellor than himſelf, 

Sir Fletcher anſwered, that, as Speaker of the Houle of Com- 

5 wons, he was in no ſituation himſelf to give me an opinion, 

U then begged of the Speaker to recommend to me one of the 
ſoundeſt and ableſt counſellors in Weſtminſter Hall; one who 
Vas no way connected or leagued in the Houſe of Commons; or 
tainted by any of the political parties or factions of the miniſtry 
* the oppoſition. 

Sir Fletcher then, at once, recommended to me bis friend Mr. 
Ks, as a man to be depended on; and added, that he lived 
hard by, on the next ſide of Lincoln's-Inn-F ields, and adviſed 
me to go to him directly. 

I. ſaid I would follow his advice; and obſerved to Sir Fletcher 
* that I had heard there was a Baron Maſenes too, of French Pro- 
teſtant extraction, a very honeſt lawyer, and one who had be. 
baved himſelf well in his office in Canada, concerning the 
Den Bill; but that I did not know bim perſonally, or where 
he live 
Sir Fletcher ſaid, if I did not meet with Mr. Kenyon at hws 
| L could not go to a better man than Baron Maſeres in the Tem- 
ple; and he wiſned me to go that day to one, or other of them, 
This was between the 19th and 23d of May. I went directly 
from Sir Fletcher's parlour to Mr. Kenyon's houſe. ' Mr. Kenyon 
not being at home, I went ſtraight to the Temple, and found 
Baron Maſeres at his chambers. I offered the Baron the fee that 
the Speaker ſaid was proper for the occaſion, Baron NMaſeres 
abſolutely refuſed any fee; and faid, he would give me his opi- 
nion without a fee. The Baron then read over the heads of 
the conferences with the King very deliberately; and after ſome 
ſuitable obſervations upon them, he adviſed me, at that time, 
Bot to publiſh the ſubje& matter in any form, either by affidavit 
er otherwiſe. He further recommended, not to read it to the 
| Aﬀfciation at large; but to tell them, as Preſident, in general 
expreſſions, chat their petitions were not to be ſupported by 
| government. —N, B. I followed Baron Maſeres's counſel in 
boi theſe particulars. I neither publiſhed theſe converſations, 
nor read them to the Aſſociation ; and the Aſſociation at large 
| Were ignorant of what paſſed on that occaſion; and of wy 
dealings with the King till this day. 
Tube Papift tradeſman, alluded to in the foregoing narrative, 
who was appointed to a place of profit about Court (to the 
{grievous diſcouragement of Proteſtant tradeſmen in the ſame line 
bof buſineſs) is a Painter at Wincheſter, promoted to be the 
{King's Painter there. Mr. Leach, of Tufton-Street, Weſtmin- 
os who was then * the court, and attended the King at 
8 | : Wincheſter, 
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Wincheſter, told me this circumſtance. Mr. Leach alſo fir 
acquainted me with the perſecution of the Proteſtant ſervants in 
the King's own Houſhold at St. James's, alluded to in this narra- 
tive, for only having ſigned the Proteſtant Petition for the repeal .- 
olf the Popery Bill. He mentioned Mr, Joſhua Evans, of the 
King's Houſhold, who he ſaid had been particularly queſtioned. 
Mr. Leach told me it was reported and believed in the King's 
Houſhold, that the Queen had ſent one of the daughters of John 
Secker, Eſq. Comptroller of the King's Houſhold abroad ſome 
time ago, to be educated at her Majeſty's own coft, Mr. 
Leach told me, likewiſe, that there was no doubt at all of 
Lord Bute's being a bigotted Papiſt. He mentioned numbers df. 
prieſts always about him; and ſome anecdotes he had from a 
 workman, who was with his Lordſhip in the Country. 

Mr. Leach is well known, throughout England, as an honeſt, A 
ſhrewd; faithful man, I never found his information fail. I did 

_ Not, at that time, think it immediately belonged to my duty to 

© «enquire concerning the particulars of the Queen's foreign tranſac- 
tions, or Lord Bute's religion: but, the perſecution of the Pro- 
teſtants in the King's Houſhold, for merely figning the Proteſtant 
Petition, was of ſuch an impudent and bare- faced nature, that © 
could not let it paſs in report, even on Mr. Leach's veracity, 
without knowing the truth of it. I thought the ſureſt way 
would be to ſpeak to the gentleman himſelf, and have his own. 
account of it. I therefore ſent to Mr. Joſhua Evans at St. 
James's to come to me in Welbeek Street next morning. 

Mr. Joſhua Evans came next morning. A plain, honeſt 
Welchman. And delivered himſelf on the ſubject to the follow 
ing effect: — That John Secker, Eſq. Comptroller of the King's 
Houſhold, hal ſent for him (Joſhua Evans) to the Comptrollers 
office at St. James's ; and made inquiſition with refpe& to his 
having ſigned the Prateſtant Petition; and demanded of him to 
give up the names of the other ſervants, in the King's Houſhold, * 
who had alſo ſigned that Petition. Mr. Secker then ſent him 
from St. James's Palace to the houſe of Mr. James Fiſher, the 
Secretary 'to the Proteſtant Aſſociation, in White-Chapel, to 
bring the ſkins of parchment to Mr. Secker's office, which con- 
tained the names of the King's Houſhold Servants. Mr. Evans 
was told by Mr. Fiſher, at White-Chapel, that the ſkins Gf 

archment, containing the names of the King's Houſhold Servants, 
had been delivered ſome time ago to the Preſident in Welbeck- 
Street. Mr. Evans told this to Mr. Secker ; and added'a ſuppo- 
ſition of his own, that the ſkins, by that time, were very poſſib 
before the Parliament Houſe. Mr. Secker replied, I will ge % 
the Parliament Houſe and ſearch for their names myſelf. > Mr. 
Secker after this, enquired if there were any complaints entered 


againſt | 
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againſt: Mr. Evans in the Comptreller's office; hut found that 


0 
2 
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Mr. Joſhua Evans's character was, unimpeachable. Mr. Sccker 
admoniſhed and warned Mr. Evans alſo in theſe words, know © 


you gre 4 Met hodiſt; but you muſt. not mix Reiigion in. Politics, 


and offoſe the King. Mr. Secker afterwards talked. of diſcharg-. 


Houſhold; 
a ze King's face. , n | | $2295. tral If ESTATE 
Poor Mr. Joſhua Evans called upon me again, a few days 
© afterwards, and, begged, with the utmoſt anxiety, and earneſt- 


ing Mr. Evans from his office and, employment in the King's 


Houſhold; and called ſigning the Proteſtant Petition „ flying in 


neſs, that I would allow him to lookfover. the 'ong roll of Pro- 
9 


teſtant Petitioners for. the name of John Dixon, E 


a place in the King's Houſhold with a ſalary, of 2371. 108. per 


ann. and to permit him to eraſe Mr. Dixog's,name out of the 


Petition, for fear it ſhould come to Mr. Secker's. knowledge. 
Mr. Dixon, he ſaid, was an old man and could not walk, or he 


In my next narrative I propoſe, to publiſh. an account of a 
5 large ſum of money, that was directly offered to me, if I would 
 *pacate, my fear in Parliament ; and which bribe, when rejected 


"Jeſt theif Proteſtant. priaciples might be the means | 
their huſbands offices at St. James s, and of depriving their fami- 


would have been glad to have, waited on me himſelf. After 


who holds 


much hunting among. above ,forty thouſand names, we found 
Mr. Dixon's ſignature, and ſcratched it out completely. Mr. Wil- 


Idrgh were crying birterly:; and frightened cut gf Their wits, 


3 | „ K of WOO FEL 2 Yd . 
. | ames eraſed as ſoon as poſſible, when Ldiſcovered the perſecut- 
58g diſpoſſtion of Mr. John Secker, the King's Inquiſitor, 
- .*_, .I ſhewed. this account of the proceedings againſt, the Pro- 
teſtants in the King's Houſhold to Sir Fletcher Norton, up in the 


er's room: 


t the Houſe of Commons, and he expreſſed great 


75 aſtovifhrgent at Mr. Secker's conduCt. _ 


« ” * * 


liams, another Proteſtant gentleman, of the King's houſhold, 9 
jn a place of ol. per anu. and {eyeral others, employed about the 
| Hie ſtruck their names out fer fear alſo. Their poor wives and 1 
eee K. an 
h! 


© Jes of bread. In theſe: circumſtances I was happy to get all their 


With diſdain, was followed with the promiſe of a command in 


og ſeenes, which the King 
. * "afterwards to lay to my char 


the Nayy. I ſhall, then proceed to tell the People the truth of 


all thar paſſed, within my knowledge, in the week of the riors,; ' 


a. 


ers in Downing-Street, iche very. midſt of thoſe ſhocks 
his Popiſh Counlellors, pretended 


- nj thy iobgious.propolals that wegmade ro me by, Lond Netth, 
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